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The Michael Storer “Quick Canoe” as interpreted by John Bougourd. Just needs external colour. 

 

NEW WEAPON IN FIGHT AGAINST WEATHER 

 
On Monday, 24th January we were introduced 
to a new weapon in the never ending battle 
against the elements. John Nuccitelli, sales 
manager for the Ultralast paint and coatings 
company, based in Sydney and  Melbourne, 
was on hand to describe the company’s range 
of products and the benefits they confer. 
 
ABBA would like to make it clear that it in no 

way endorses Ultralast products but 

welcomes this opportunity to describe them 

and their claims to our members. 

 

Ultralast was first developed in 1967 by one, 
Danie du Buson in South Africa after musing 
on the longevity and brightness of ancient 
cave paintings. He worked on his formulae 
for about 14 years. We’re told he used silica-
based ideas, like the original cave paintings, 
but beyond that it’s a bit like the Colonel’s 11 
secret herbs and spices – it’s commercial-in-
confidence. Be that as it may, the product is 
guaranteed for 25 years, far longer than any 
traditional paints. Why have we not heard 
about this before? Well, it was developed in 
South Africa during the period of apartheid 

and trade  sanctions against that country. 
More recently it’s been available in Britain 
for about ten years and in the E/S of Australia 
for only about four. 
 
In that time it’s had numerous success stories, 
one of the most notable being the Bondi 
Icebergs Pool. This is a tidal pool at the well-
known beach and previously the paint on it 
lasted only about 9 – 12 months. It was 
repainted with Ultralast systems in 2006 and 
is still hanging on very well with no further 
painting. Another example is the airstrip 
markings at Brisbane Airport. These 
originally had a very short life due to humid 
atmosphere, spilt fuel and general wear and 
tear. Now with Ultralast they are enduring 
very well. We asked John about the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge but he was most reluctant to 
discuss this. It sounds as if they are trying for 
a contract now. 
 
Being water and silica based the coatings are 
very safe, giving off no odours even during 
application. The most common application (to 
replace conventional paint) is one coat of 



Ultra-Bond primer, followed by two coats of 
Ultra-Coat colour. This applies even on 
fibreglass. The Ultra-Coat is not tintable, but 
comes in a wide range of colours anyway, and 
these can be mixed. This is a matt finish. To 
get a satin or near-gloss finish Ultra Clear is 
needed on top. The resulting coat is very 
flexible, avoiding cracking, and very much 
impervious to moisture. It will let moisture 
out in the form of vapour but is completely 
proof against rain and the elements. Strictly 
speaking, conventional paints are not 100% 
waterproof. To illustrate flexibility John had a 
piece of sponge which had been soaked in 
Ultra-Bond and allowed to dry. No matter 
how much we distorted it, the paint remained 
fast and intact. Similarly, a moulding taken 
off the bottom half of a PVC Coke bottle, and 
about 1mm thick, could be twisted and bent 
all over the place before returning to its 
original shape. John claimed that it would 
stretch 600% although since yours truly plays 
with model aircraft rubber, he finds that a bit 
hard to accept. Ultra Coat is fire resistant up 
to 230 degrees and insulating, dropping house 
temperatures by 5 to 7 degrees. 

 
The price for these wonder products averages 
about 10 – 12% more than other, good 
quality, land-used paints   (see price list 
below). So far no claims are made for marine 
applications although John says they are in 
the pipeline. 
 
Other products in the range include Aqua Seal 
for cracks and gaps in metal, concrete and 
wood, Ultra Concrete Seal, an undercoat for 
concrete etc, Ultra Metal Treat which blocks 
rust and protects all metals, Ultra Pave which 
has received top class awards from CSIRO, 
NSW Rail and Woolworths, Ultra Clear 
which speaks for itself and is claimed to be 
U/V resistant, Ultra Thatch (Don’t ask), Ultra 
Line Mark and Ultra Rubber Seal. Coverage 
is quite high for many of these products, 
around 10 – 15 sq m/litre, but that depends on 
how thickly one chooses to apply it. Drying 
times would appear to match other acrylic, 
water-based paints, that is around 20 minutes 
initially with around 24 hours for full 
hardening. Shelf life in the can is long at 
around 7 years.

 
PRICE LIST, JAN 2011 (not including GST or freight) 

 
PRODUCT   Price, 1litre  4litre  10 litre 
 
Ultra Bond      $60  $114.8 

Ultra Coat (white)   38  94.76  182.77 

  “       “    (colour)   40.92  104.23  201.04 

Ultra Clear    56.99  95.45  199.56 

Ultra Metal Treat     110.00  199.55 

Ultra Rubberguard   56.99  100.00  199.56 

Ultra Nu Pave      95.00  188.20 
(suit non-skid decks) 
 
This price list only covers about half the products. For a complete list and other information, 
including a very complete brochure, Email the company at ausinfo@ultralast.com.au or see their 
website at www.ultralast.com.au or Email John directly at jn@ultralast.com.au  
 
 



TWO FOR THE PRICE OF ONE 

 
On Saturday, 12th Feb we had the pleasure of 
visiting John Bougourd’s projects at his home 
in Karawara, which as some know, is a lot 
more central than some of the Toolbox 
venues we’ve visited. John is limited to one 
half of a double garage for building and this 
does limit the size of boat he can build but 
certainly not his enthusiasm. In fact, we went 
there expecting to see an Oughtred “Tirrik” 
only but got also a Michael Storer “Quick 
Canoe” into the bargain. Ian Oughtred hails 
from Scotland while Storer is Adelaide-based. 
The Tirrik was started five years ago – the 
canoe, I’m not sure, but they’ve both been 
worked on concurrently, which just goes to 
show how much John is wrapped up in the 
fun of building as opposed to finishing. 

 
The Storer Canoe is as simple as it’s possible 
to get – flat bottom, single hard chine in stitch 
and glue, like a New England sharpie or dory, 
but based on a traditional Canadian canoe, for 
all that. It’s 4.7m long and fuller in the ends 
than the originals, with small deadwoods each 
end to facilitate straight running. John has all 
but finished it, including epoxy coating the 
whole thing; he just needs to sand and colour 
the outside. He’s still tossing up whether to 
make or buy paddles. It seems some paddles 
are so cheap it’s not worth the effort to make 
them – but then, some can cost $200! The 
paddles come with some decisions to make, 
too. Single or double? And if double, right 
hand preferred or left hand? Storer goes into 
all this in his very complete building 
instructions, but one idea would be to buy 
cheapies to try it out before making good ones 
in the style preferred, later. 
 
The Tirrik is at least one step further along 
the continuum of difficulty level. Ian 
Oughtred has three such boats in a series; the 

Willy Boat is smallest, followed by the Tirrik 
at 5.35m and then the Ness Boat a little longer 
again but narrower. They are based on 
Shetland Island and Norse beach rowing boats 
but carry sails as well. With their well-
rounded fore-feet and rockered keels they can 
handle a goodly chop and come up on 
beaches well. John’s Tirrik has kick-up 
centreboard and rudder blade to facilitate this. 
It’s in glued clinker or lapstrake construction 
but uses broad planks, only about six per side. 

 
John did the usual, setting up a building jig 
with straight rails about two feet off the floor 
with temporary frames in MDF added. Then 
he built in his keel and laminated stem and 
stern posts, then he glued in his planks taking 
care not to glue to the MDF frames by 
accident. 
 
John started about five years ago, so he hasn’t 
been racing but at the stage we saw it, it was 
off the jig and upright, stacked on top of the 
jig with shore legs keeping it level. Gun’les 
had been added, as had stem caps and the 
external keel. Framing for the fore and aft 
buoyancy chambers was glued in and no 
doubt doing their bit to hold the hull shape 
although the temporary frames were still 
sticking up as well. Floors (which run across 
the keel and up the first plank, tying the two 
halves of the boat together) were cut but not 
yet glued in. 

 



Also at least half made were the centreboard 
and rudder blade but there was no sign of the 
centre case as yet. It can’t be put in until the 
temporary frames are removed anyway. 

 
John has plans for both a sloop rig and a 
balanced lug. He’s going for the latter 
because of its simplicity. This means one sail, 
on a gaff, with a boom at the foot (as opposed 
to a loose foot, which would do), but not with 
the sail tacked down to the stem-head like so 
many traditional English fishing luggers; 
they’re too slow to go about. The mast, I 

think, is free standing, without shrouds so the 
whole thing will be very quick to rig. 
 
He now has to complete the buoyancy tanks, 
centre case, floorboards and so on, before 
sealing, painting and varnishing, and, of 
course, do the rig. In the mean time there’s 
the canoe to exercise, too. So he’ll be a while 
yet but getting there is clearly more than half 
the fun for John. 
 
So as you can see, we had an excellent visit 
with a good roll-up, which was just as well 
because John’s wife, Anne, had put on an 
very tasty afternoon tea of scones, chocolate 
cake and cheese cake which we did our best 
to demolish but we still had to leave a bit for 
the Bougourds at the end. Thanks very much, 
John and Anne, it made a very pleasant visit 
all round.

 

 

ARNO DAWSON 
 

I’m afraid we have no good news on Arno Dawson, manager of the Maylands 
Amateur Boat Building Yard (the Maylands Slipway). It seems he went to the US to 
buy a yacht and sail it home. He found a suitable one in Annapolis, Maryland, one of 
several states which border the huge inland sea known as Chesapeake Bay on the east 
coast of the US. I gather he spent some time, but not long, fixing up some details 
before setting off single-handed to sail back to WA. Some time on the night of 
Thursday, Feb 3 he went missing and the empty forty footer was found adrift at 8.20 
the next morning by a fisherman. The boat had already covered about 200km from 
Annapolis and was off Virginia when found. Some 17 boats and helicopters were 
used in the search for two days but nothing so far has been found. Conditions would 

have been very cold, the water close to freezing and the air colder. When I visited the 
area in ’05 I learnt that all small boats are hauled out every winter because it all 
freezes over. 
 
Arno’s daughter, Natalie, continues to manage the Maylands business in his absence 
as she would have done while he sailed back anyway. We can only offer our sincere 
condolences to Arno’s family. 

 



LIFE GOES ON 

 
Not withstanding Arno’s disappearance, life at the boatyard goes on and Rosemary Nayler, who 
with husband Paul, has a project there, reports that there are several restoration projects there where 
owners have lost interest and the boats are available for new takers. Have we any members who are 
interested in taking on a restoration/re-build project, large or small? You could be saving a once 
noble craft from a fate worse than death (the chainsaw). You can ring Natalie, or her assistants, on 
9271 3500 to find out what’s available and if something suits your aspirations and budget. I’m 
assuming you’ll get a boat for almost nothing and the Boatyard rents struck me as being very 

reasonable when ABBA last visited. 

 

AND ON ANOTHER FRONT 
 
Had a word with Mick O’Shea the other 
day. He’s still going with his Elliott Bay 
Steam Launch, “Emmamadeline” – slowed 
a little with Xmas holidays which took him 
to Queensland and an eight day catamaran 
charter on the reef plus the Australian 
Wooden Boat Festival in Hobart. His triple 
expansion engine and boiler is now 
virtually complete, including timber 
lagging, but for a vacuum pump and 
condenser, and he’s been able to run the set 
up on the workshop floor at around 120 
psi. The engine will tick over, off load, at 
only half that but will be much improved 
when it gets its vacuum pump which will 

make the low pressure cylinder much more useful. At present the engine and boiler are temporarily 
in the hull (see picture) so that he can plan all the necessary plumbing. Mick hopes he’ll be finished 
in about three months. 
 

ADMINISTRATION NOTES 

 
ABBA COMMITTEE 

President Paul Thompson  0419 193 605    Vice Pres. Rosemary Nayler   9455 1470 
Sec/Treas Chris Davis             9387 5042 Editor  Mike Beilby        9397 6209 
Library Mike Rogers         9527 7313 Asst Editor Jay Niven        9291 8460 
 
ADMINISTRATION NOTES 

 
MARCH TECHNICAL MEETING 

 
This month we have Ben King, whom we met on our previous visit to Boating Hardware, to talk 
about ropework and splicing – not a subject we’ve covered before, but a very useful one. Ben will 
be able to cover knots and splices in both traditional, laid ropes as well as more modern, braided 
types. So if you’re rigging a traditional boat or a contemporary one, this should be the talk for you. 
That’s Wednesday, 30 March at South of Perth YC, the Committee Room, 7.30 for 8pm. And since 
we’re back to Wednesdays there’ll be food in the bar as usual for those interested. 



APRIL TOOLBOX MEETING 

 
This is on Saturday, 9th April, 2 – 4pm and yet again it’s to Mike Rogers’ home at 51 June Rd, 
Safety Bay. As you know, Mike has a new project every time we visit and this time is no exception. 
This time he’s into a Phil Bolger designed “Chebacco”, once again in his favoured Pawlonia strip 
plank. As far as I know the boat is an open, sailing yawl, just under 6m. Sounds like a modern 
version of the second boat we had in my Sea Scout troop when I was a kid, “Bounty”. I remember 
she was a basket case, ready to be burnt for the salvage of copper, when a parent volunteered to 
rebuild her, which he did, just about every plank and every rib – a pity I was too young to 
appreciate the effort! I’m not sure what stage Mike will be at, but it’s sure to be interesting. 
 
JUNE TOOLBOX 

 
Just a bit of advance notice – this is likely to be to see another Farrier trimaran, a bit bigger than 
Harry’s and in foam, not strip plank timber. Our host should be onto the second half of the main 
hull by June. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
If undelivered, please return to: 
50 Valley View Rd, 
ROLEYSTONE 6111 
 
 

 
 


